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CAR AUDIO: A BRIEF
HISTORY 



1968
1984



1965
1963



MORE THAN 60% OF CARS HAVE RADIOS IN
1963. WHILE THIS IS A MARKED CHANGE
FROM THREE DECADES EARLIER,  IT ALSO
MEANS APPROXIMATELY 4 IN 10 CARS ARE
STILL WITHOUT RADIO THE YEAR THE
WATSONS DRIVE TO BIRMINGHAM.



CHEVEROLET INTRODUCES THE FIRST CAR
RADIO. WITH ANTENNAS COVERING THE 
 ENTIRE ROOF OF THE CAR AND AN
EXORBITANT PRICE TAG, THE RADIO WAS
FOR THE SELECT FEW.



AM RADIO ENTERS THE AUTOMOTIVE
COMMERCIAL MARKET WITH THE
MOTOROLA 5T71. THE DEVISE IS LARGE
AND PROHIBITIVELY EXPENSIVE: IT COSTS
$130, ROUGHLY THE EQUIVALENT OF
$2,266 IN 2022. 



THE CAR 8-TRACK PLAYER ENTERS THE
COMMERCIAL MARKET, MAKING MUSIC
MORE MOBILE. THE 8-TRACK PLAYER COMES  
STANDARD IN MANY CARS AND DOESN'T SKIP
LIKE THE RECORD PLAYER. 



PHILIPS INTRODUCES ITS IN-DASH CAR
RADIO WITH A BUILT-IN CASSETTE PLAYER.
CASSETTE TAPES ARE ABOUT HALF THE
SIZE OF 8-TRACK TAPES.. 



1922



1930



2006



1952
GERMAN COMPANY BLAUPUNKT
INTRODUCES THE FIRST EVER FM CAR
RADIO. THE FOLLOWING YEAR, BLAUPUNKT
RELEASES AN AM/FM RADIO  WITH THE
FIRST STATION-SCAN (SEARCH) FUNCTION.



CHRYSLER UNVEILS ITS HIGHWAY HI-FI, A
RECORD PLAYER MOUNTED UNDER THE
CAR DASHBOARD. 1956



PHILIPS RELEASES THE FIRST CAR CD
PLAYER, MARKING AN IMPROVEMENT IN
SOUND QUALITY. CD PLAYERS ALSO ALLOW
USERS TO EASILY SKIP SONGS.



Today



THE KIA RONDO BECOMES THE FIRST CAR
WITH A BUILT-IN USB PORT. ALONG WITH THE
EXPANSION OF BLUETOOTH, USB PORTS
ALLOWED USERS TO PLAY A CURATED
SELECTION OF AUDIO VIA PERSONAL MP3
PLAYERS. 



DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS CAN SYNC
THEIR PHONES TO NEWER CARS VIA APPLE
AIRPLAY AND ANDROID AUDIO, GIVING
THEM HANDS FREE ACCESS TO THEIR
PERSONAL MUSIC COLLECTIONS AS WELL
AS UNLIMITED AUDIO VIA STREAMING
SERVICES LIKE SPOTIFY AND PANDORA.
WITH WIDESPREAD ACCESS TO
SMARTPHONES AND HEADPHONES,
INDIVIDUAL PASSENGERS CAN LISTEN TO
THEIR OWN AUDIO.
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